	Moon stats (size, gravity, atmosphere, etc.)
	The moon is about 1/4 the size of Earth and has about 1/6th the gravity. The moon has no atmosphere, which causes extreme temperatures. It can be as hot as 120°C by day and as cold as –230°C at night. 

	Why does the moon change shape?
	The moon is visible to Earth because it reflects light from the sun. As the moon moves around Earth, different areas reflect sunlight so different portions are visible.

	How do we know the moon’s composition?
	Astronauts from the Apollo missions to the moon collected many rock samples that helped determine the moon’s composition.

	How did the moon form?
	Scientists believe was formed when a large object about the size of Mars hitting the Earth early in the history of the solar system. Pieces of the object and Earth gradually formed the moon.


	Moon Features
	Description
	How did they form?

	Maria
	Maria are sometimes called lunar seas, but they do not contain any water. They are smooth, dark plains. Maria have few craters because the lava covered them up 
	Lava flows that filled extremely large impact craters.

	Craters
	Visible impact areas
	Craters were formed from space objects striking the moon at high speeds.

	Rilles
	Rilles are channels that are in marias
	Some scientists think they are cracks that formed when the moon cooled into rock, but other scientists think they are old lava channels

	Rays
	Rays are light-colored streaks that extend from craters.
	They formed when pulverized rock was thrown out of the craters at the time of impact.


