8th GRADE SCIENCE

Mr. Michael Williams

mwilliams@gulf.k12.fl.us

Course Syllabus

I. Web-site:

· I have a web-site that has all of my class info on. www.whs78science.weebly.com

· Parents: It will list all due dates for any homework or projects along with dates for upcoming quizzes and test.
· A "blog"  that will explain what is going on in the class. Question or comments can be posted there. I will answer all questions, but those dealing with a specific student will be answered privately.
II. Grading Procedures:

· Each assignment category has a different percentage which gets averaged together. 

· 10% - Bell-ringers are given at the beginning of each class and an average for the entire week is put in the grade book

· 15% - Classroom/Lab Participation and Science Journals. Students are expected to keep a science journal and to be a willing and engaged partner during science labs. Journal will be given a grade every week.
· 20% - Class work, Homework and "Pop" Quizzes.
· 20% - Quizzes and Activities: will give at least a 3 day notice on upcoming quizzes.
· 35% - Tests, Labs, and Major Projects: will give at least a 5 day notice on upcoming tests.

III. Absentee Work:

· Students will be allowed to make up work according to the district policy. 

· Students are responsible for asking for make-up work at the end of the class period the day they return to school.

IV. Science Journal:  

· Students will be required to keep a folder for this class (spiral or composition notebook)

· This is where students will put their bell-ringer, notes, and lab and activity data.  

V. Supplies:

· BE PREPARED FOR CLASS. ALWAYS bring the following to class:

· Science Journal

· Either 3-ring binder or three prong folder with pockets

· Pencils

VI. Classroom Rules and Procedures:

· Be prepared for class, when you enter the classroom do the bell-ringer - quietly
· Remain in your seat
· Raise your hand if you have a question, comment, or need something
· Do not throw anything
· Be respectful to your teachers and classmates

SCHOOL WIDE POLICIES

	IMPORTANT DATES

	SEMESTER EXAMS

Week of December 17th

Week of May 20th



	PROGRESS REPORTS

September 12th

November 15th

February 7th

April 23rd
	END OF NINE WEEKS

October 12th 

December 20th

January 11th

May 24th
	NO SCHOOL

9/3 (Labor Day)

10/22 & 10/23 (Fall Break)

11/21 – 11/23 (Thanksgiving)

12/21 – 1/4 (Holidays)

1/21 (MLK Holiday)

2/18 (President’s Day)

3/11 – 3/15 (Spring Break)

4/1 (Easter Holiday)


	ATTENDANCE POLICY

	· A note must be emailed, faxed, or turned in within 3 days of an absence to have it marked as excused.

· Student must be present for at least 50% of a class to be marked present.


	MAKE UP WORK POLICY

	· Students are expected to make up all work and tests.

· Students are responsible for asking/getting assignments from teachers on their first day back.

· Make-up work must be turned in with the given time frame (number of days absent plus 1).

· All missing assignments will be entered as a “Z” (zero) until the work is made up.


	TARDY POLICY

	3rd Tardy

Level 1 Referral (conference)
	Each Additional Offense

 Level 1 Office Referral
	Over 5 Minutes Tardy

Level 2 Office Referral (skipping)


	CELL PHONES/ELECTRONICS POLICY

	1st Offense 

Cell Phone is Taken 

& 

Warning is Issued
	Each Additional Offense

Cell Phone is Taken

&

 Level 1 Office Referral
	Refusing (Teacher)

Level 2 Office Referral

&

3 Days ISS
	Refusing (Office/SRO)

Level 2 Office Referral

&

3 Days OSS


· Cell phones are NOT to be seen or heard at any time during the school day and must be kept out of sight.
· Students can pick up cell phones at the end of the school day.
· Students may be required to turn cell phones back in the following day if taken later in the day.
	STANDARDS
	TOPIC
	WEEK

	
	Introduction and pre-test
	1



	SC.8.N.1.1, SC.8.N.1.2, SC.8.N.1.3, SC.8.N.1.4, SC.8.N.1.5, SC.8.N.1.6, SC.8.N.2.1, SC.8.N.2.2, SC.8.N.3.1, SC.8.N.3.2, SC.8.N.4.1, SC.8.N.4.2
	Nature of Science and Laboratory Safety (the practice of science, scientific knowledge, and theories/laws/hypothesis/models) 
	2, 3

	SC.8.N.1.1, SC.8.N.1.2, SC.8.N.1.3, SC.8.N.1.4, SC.8.N.1.5, SC.8.N.1.6, SC.8.E.5.3, SC.8.E.5.9
	Earth and Moon (rotation/orbit/seasons, Earth, moon, phases, tides, and eclipses)
	4-8

	SC.8.N.1.1, SC.8.N.1.3, SC.8.N.1.4, SC.8.N.1.6, SC.8.N.2.2, SC.8.N.3.1, SC.8.N.3.2, SC.8.N.4.1, SC.8.N.4.2, SC.8.E.5.1, SC.8.E.5.2, SC.8.E.5.3, SC.8.E.5.4, SC.8.E.5.5, SC.8.E.5.8, SC.8.E.5.10, SC.8.E.5.11, SC.8.E.5.12    
	Our Place in the Universe (stars, galaxies, structure of the universe, history of astronomy, theories of the formation of the universe, and evidence of the Big Bang) 
	9-13

	SC.8.N.1.1, SC.8.N.1.3, SC.8.N.1.4, SC.8.N.1.5, SC.8.N.1.6, SC.8.N.2.1, SC.8.N.2.2, SC.8.N.3.1, SC.8.N.3.2, SC.8.E.5.3, SC.8.E.5.4, SC.8.E.5.6, SC.8.E.5.7
	The Solar System (formation, sun, planets, non-planetary objects)
	14-16

	SC.8.N.1.1, SC.8.N.1.2, SC.8.N.1.3, SC.8.N.1.5, SC.8.N.1.6, SC.8.N.2.1, SC.8.N.2.2, SC.8.N.3.1, SC.8.N.4.1, SC.8.N.4.2, SC.8.P.8.1, SC.8.P.8.2, SC.8.P.8.3, SC.8.P.8.4, SC.8.P.9.2
	Properties of Matter (volume, mass, changes of state, density, states of matter, and magnets)
	17-21

	SC.8.N.1.1, SC.8.N.1.6, SC.8.N.2.1, SC.8.N.3.1, SC.8.N.3.2, SC.8.P.8.1, SC.8.P.8.5, SC.8.P.8.6, SC.8.P.8.7, SC.8.P.8.9, SC.8.P.9.1, SC.8.P.9.2
	The Structure of Matter (Atomic structure and elements, periodic table, combining and separating, and molecules)
	22-25

	SC.8.N.1.1, SC.8.N.1.2, SC.8.N.1.3, SC.8.N.1.4, SC.8.N.1.6, SC.8.N.2.1, SC.8.N.2.2, SC.8.N.3.1, SC.8.P.8.8, SC.8.P.9.1,SC.8.P.9.2, SC.8.P.9.3
	Chemical Changes (compounds, acids and bases, and chemical reactions)
	26-28

	SC.8.N.1.1, SC.8.N.1.2, SC.8.N.1.3, SC.8.N.1.4, SC.8.N.1.6, SC.8.N.2.1, SC.8.N.2.2, SC.8.N.3.1, SC.8.N.3.2, 

SC.8.N.4.1, SC.8.N.4.2, SC.8.N.4.3,

SC.8.L.18.1, SC.8.L.18.2, SC.8.L.18.3, SC.8.L.18.4
	Energy and Life (ecosystems, photosynthesis, cellular respiration, and the carbon cycle)
	29-33


